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R.E Comments on Fmal Regulatron 16A—4817 [Funeral D1rector Board]

oy i Dear Attorneys J ewett and Emery,

The proposed Regulatlon 16A-48 17 [Funeral D1rector Board] mtended to mcrease
 the license fees seems to fail to comply with Section 18.1 of the Funeral Dlrector
- Law for failure to “fix the fees for renewal of hcenses sufﬁcnent to match '
- expendrtures overa 2-year penod ? '

_ “.sctttun 18.¥ of the Funeral Director Lmett) (6308, é}zt 318, l}rcqutres theBoardto fix
- the fees for renewal of licenses by sepulation and i the reveniie genemted by fees, fines: aad civil
- penalties is not sufficient te match expenditurs over 2-year period, the Board is Tequired to ,
_‘.mm.testthme feeshy regtumon Bection 18. i(mottht.scteeqmres the Board 46 idereasc fesswhen -
- pevenuraised by fees, fines and civil penslics is not sufficiest 1o mect expendineges. In June, 7006,
o the Dtparunem of State's division of fiscal management projected that, without an increase in the.
: _bn;maal reuemi fee, Buard ﬁseal dem.m w:ll gov. ay tollews ' : '

o ‘The week of October 27th I read that Govemor Rendell proposed $31 1 nnlhon in

“budget cuts wh1ch made the fimeral board red ink proposal seem like a total -

“disconnect from reality in addition to belng in v101at10n of statute. On November 4"
- . Isentthe. following candid written comments to the Representative Chairs of- the
" House Professional Licensure Comnuttee Majonty Chair Mrke Sturla and

- : 'Repubhcan Chalr W1111a1n Adolph

1 may be the only hcensee to- candldly pomt out that the proposed fees are
: msufﬁc1ent and recommend that erther o

-' L _.Fees be mcreased and estabhshed in comphance w1th statute and projected
I expenses, or :

2. Sunset the funeral board or

3. ‘Change out the board members w1th md1v1duals not beholdmg toa 1rade )
: "assomanon that seems to manage board pohcy and pos1t10n as thelr alter €go. -

: Ifnone of the above remedles are lmplemented, there is 51mply no reason to expect
- anything other than red ink to continue to flow from this licensing board given its -
- history. Since the 1994 Leglslattve Budget and Financé Committee Report, the .
o funeral board has essenhally 1gnored the recommendatlons therem too substantrally
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revise statute and regulauons Instead, the board has found: 1tse1f in numerous htlgatlons over the past
several years caused by their own ac’uons and rrusmterpretauons of statute and regulatlons -

/ For example thrs board pald $55, 000 in restrtutron of legal fees after a Federal Court found that k
they violated the U. S Constltutlon . R

v Thrs board also paid $150,000 fo have one of their ‘members excused from a civil matter in
» Common Pleas Court that mvolved charges of defamatlon and contractual mterference

v After spending over $70,000 in Iegal fees w1th an outside law ﬁml, the resuIt was an adverse
. ‘impact to all boards under the B.P.O.A.. The final ruling was upheld by PA Supreme Court
o allowmg for the deposrtrons of i mvestrgators and prosecutors jis} ClVll matters. - :
a The list of examples of thrs funeral board’s vacﬂlatmg posmons mrssteps re—mterpretatlons and
misinterpretations of statute and 1egulatron over the past 12 years goes on. Suffice to say that short of any
. of the three suggestrons above, nothmg will change the hemorrhagmg of red k. -

- Asalicensee and busmess person, I do not understand how a board could propose a red mk budget
S knowmg full well that it is- nelther compliant w1th statute nor. ﬁscally prudent E :

 Thank you for consrdermg my comments.

. Sincerely,

; Emie

[eftner




